Success Story: Ethiopia Launches Its First National Guideline for Ethical Use of Laboratory Animals
A landmark national guideline for the ethical management and use of laboratory animals in scientific research and education has been officially launched at the Armauer Hansen Research Institute (AHRI). Developed with the support of different partners, the guideline represents the first standardized national framework for laboratory animal care and use in Ethiopia's research history.
Established under Regulation No. 530/2023, AHRI is mandated to design, implement, and oversee basic, clinical, and translational research in Ethiopia. Recognizing the growing importance of ethical standards in research, the Institute spearheaded the development of this guideline to address a longstanding regulatory gap. Although Ethiopia has more than 50 years of experience using laboratory animals in research and education, the country previously lacked a comprehensive legal and regulatory framework governing their care and use.
The new guideline aligns with internationally accepted standards and provides clear requirements for animal housing, nutrition, veterinary care, and welfare. It also institutionalizes the globally recognized principles of the “3Rs”: Replacement of animals with alternatives whenever possible, Reduction in the number of animals used, and Refinement of procedures to minimize pain and distress.
Beyond developing the guideline, AHRI has demonstrated national leadership by establishing a standard laboratory animal facility, introducing new animal strains for research, and providing training for professionals. The guideline is intended for implementation across public and private universities, research institutions, and other organizations conducting animal-based research in Ethiopia. Its adoption is expected to strengthen research quality, enhance scientific competitiveness, and reinforce the country’s commitment to animal welfare and ethical research practices.
The achievement was made possible through strong national and international collaboration. In particular, the contributions of LAL UK and researchers from Utrecht University were instrumental in advancing laboratory animal science and ethics in Ethiopia. Their support ranged from introducing laboratory animal science training courses to providing technical expertise, mentorship, and administrative assistance throughout the guideline development process. The dedication of Mr. Pim Rooymans, Professor Vera Baumans and their colleagues significantly contributed to building local capacity and strengthening institutional systems for ethical animal research.
In his opening remarks, AHRI Director General, Professor Afework Kassu, emphasized the importance of collaboration and dialogue in achieving shared goals. He highlighted the critical role of research in informing policy, production, service delivery, and market development, and encouraged participants to focus discussions on policy, One Health, laboratory animals, and productivity.
The launch event also featured a presentation on the establishment of Institutional Animal Care and Use Committees (IACUCs) within research institutions. These committees will be responsible for reviewing and overseeing animal-based research projects to ensure compliance with ethical and scientific standards. Stakeholder consultations were conducted to gather recommendations and strengthen implementation strategies.
The launch of the national IACUC guideline marks a significant milestone in Ethiopia’s research ecosystem and lays the foundation for responsible, ethical, and internationally recognized laboratory animal research. It demonstrates the power of partnerships in strengthening research governance, improving animal welfare, and enhancing the quality and global competitiveness of Ethiopian science.
Dr Alemayehu Toma,
LAS, Alumni of Utrecht University
